
 

Town of Swanzey Planning Board  Approved Minutes 
April 26, 2018 
Page 1 of 3 
 

 
Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – April 26, 2018 

 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Don Skiba, Richard 
Sainsbury, Jane Johnson, Michael York and Alternates John Baz-Dresch and Liz Traynor. The Chair took the roll and 
read aloud the agenda for the meeting.  
 
Absent:  Selectmen’s Representative W. William Hutwelker, Alternate Jim McConnell 
 
Others Present:   
Director of Planning and Community Development Sara Carbonneau, Resident Russell Page 
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from April 12, 2018 were considered. Motion was made by Self to approve the minutes of April 
12, 2018. There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as having 
potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Skiba that there is no item on the agenda which can be 
construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Johnson with no further discussion.  All 
were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Public hearing regarding the Planning Board’s proposal to incorporate the “Source Water Protection Plan for 
Swanzey, New Hampshire” as part of the Town’s Master Plan.   
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:02 p.m. 
 

Motion was made by Self to incorporate the “Source Water Protection Plan for Swanzey, New 
Hampshire” as part of the Town of Swanzey Master Plan. There was a second by Skiba and discussion 
followed. 
 

Discussion: 
Russell Page spoke about the aquifer under the airport, which he said flows south into Swanzey and which is not 
included in the plan from his review of the plan. Chair G. Page said that the aquifer under the airport is included in 
the plan. R. Page said he has caught unusual fish under the airport.  He said that he believes contaminants have 
been dumped into the aquifer over the years. He asked why Massey Hill and Mt. Huggins were not included 
specifically in the plan.  He said he was concerned that activities in the watersheds will pollute the aquifer.   
 
Chair G. Page said the question before the Planning Board members is whether or not to add the plan to the 
Master Plan.  R. Page said he didn’t feel the plan is adequate.  R. Page was asked what needs to be done to 
complete it. Self asked what specifically is wrong with the plan.  R. Page said that salt on roads will pollute the 
water.  Chair G. Page said items could be added. Self added R. Page could bring suggestions to add to the plan.  
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There was a discussion what Planning Board has jurisdiction over, which is commercial use of the land. R. Page 
said he thought Massey Hill is being developed.   The development on Massey Hill he referred to was determined 
to be the Safford Drive E-Z Zone to the west of Massey Hill.  
 
There was a discussion about salting the roads and requesting minimum salt.  R. Page said there is pollution 
coming down from Mt. Huggins. Skiba said if there is anything that could be added perhaps the request could go 
back to the Conservation Commission to review the area questioned by R. Page. 
 
R. Page referred to an algae problem and Baz-Dresch said salt wouldn’t cause an algae problem, which comes 
from phosphates.  Skiba said there are no development plans currently for Safford Drive.  Johnson said she agreed 
to refer this issue to the Conservation Commission. She mentioned testing of the waterways to confirm whether 
pollution is occurring. 
 
Carbonneau referred to the map of the aquifer and zoning boundaries. Baz-Dresch asked if the plan would be part 
of an ordinance and Carbonneau said it would not. The Master Plan serves as a justification for ordinances, which 
the voters get to vote on should the Planning Board decide to offer an ordinance to the voters in the future.  
 
Johnson said that there is the possibility to educate homeowners in residential districts about protecting water 
resources. 
 
R. Page asked about de-icing airplanes. Chair G. Page said the Town lost a Supreme Court judgement over the 
issue of who has authority at the airport.  FAA has authority and the Town does not.  Self pointed out that water 
testing is required by the State of New Hampshire.  
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Chair G. Page repeated the question under consideration by the Planning Board and noted a motion has been 
made and seconded and called for the vote.  All were in favor except Sainsbury who abstained.  Motion passed. 
The Source Protection Plan will be added to the Master Plan. 
 
Johnson will bring the plan to the Conservation Commission to review it for additional items.  The Chair asked 
Johnson to also consider revival of the water testing program. Carbonneau suggested speaking to Keene State 
College who might have students who can be of assistance.  
 
Self explained to R. Page how businesses come to the Planning Board and if there is any question about possible 
pollution resulting from the business enterprise, they won’t get approval. 
 
R. Page left the meeting at this point. 
 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Free-Standing Sign Request 
Request by Monadnock Regional School District pursuant to RSA 674:54 to install a free-standing sign on property 
situated at 633 Old Homestead Highway and shown at Tax Map 34, Lot 18, situated in the Residence District. 
 
Discussion: The Planning Board reviewed the application and determined that the sign is 5’ high by 3 ‘wide. The 
school district wishes to place it in front of the former Wilcox building.  
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Motion was made by Skiba to approve the request of the Monadnock Regional School District pursuant to 
RSA 674:54 to install a free-standing sign on property situated at 633 Old Homestead Highway and shown 
at Tax Map 34, Lot 18, situated in the Residence District, and to strongly encourage inclusion of the street 
address on the sign. There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 
 

Zoning Changes 
Carbonneau spoke about changes in the zoning ordinance which were passed by the voters at Town Meeting in 
March 2018 and recommending the Board note those changes in any documentation they possess. 
 
Carbonneau Retirement 
Carbonneau said her last day is May 10, with May 11th being the official last day, which is 20 years to the day of 
employment with the Town of Swanzey. There will be a little gathering Whitcomb Hall on May 8th from noon to 2 
p.m. and she said she has enjoyed working with so many folks in Swanzey that she feels all are like family.  
 
Press Release regarding screening panel 
Carbonneau noted there is a Press Release regarding naming a screening panel for review of candidates for the 
position of Planning and Community Development. Carbonneau read the press release to the Board.  She said that 
those interested in being on the panel should submit a letter of interest to Town Administrator Michael Branley 
by May 14h. 
 
Natural Resources Inventory Forum 
Carbonneau said there will be a Natural Resource Inventory forum on May 14th at Whitcomb Hall.  She 
encouraged everyone to attend the meeting. 
 
RFP for Planning Services 
Carbonneau noted there is a Request for Proposal (RFP) out for interim planning services – responses due early 
May.   
 
Next Meeting:  May 24, 2018 at Whitcomb Hall 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Skiba.  There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury with all in favor. Motion 
passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary   
 


